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Mozambique Moving Forward With National Natural
Capital Program
BY JILL SCHWARTZ

Just as I am dozing off in the back seat, my body starts flopping to the beat of the
bumpy road beneath me. I look up and see that it's because our driver has turned off of
the asphalt two-lane road that led us out of Maputo, the capital of Mozambique, and
onto a dirt path that's barely as wide as our car. Other than a few sparse, low-lying
shrubs, the area is barren and appears lifeless.

"Wow," says WWF-Mozambique water specialist Herminio Mulungo, from the front
seat. It's the first thing he's said that I have not needed him to translate from his native
Portuguese to English.

Then "wow" again. And "wow" again. And again.

Herminio gets out of the car and walks to a rusty metal rowboat perched atop dry land.

"That's the reservoir out there," he says, pointing to a faint glimmer of water in the
distance.

"Three months ago, the reservoir came all the way up to where we are standing. We
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would've been more than knee deep in water here."

This empty portion of the reservoir is a dramatic sign of how Southern Mozambique is
suffering from a terrible drought. The conditions are influenced by El Nino, which in
2015 inundated the land with rain, causing severe flooding followed by an extended
drought.

I see other signs of the drought...

READ MORE

Natural Capital Protocol Will
Help Businesses Account For
Nature In Decisions

The Natural Capital Coalition launched a
framework earlier this month that will help
businesses take into account risks and
opportunities associated with their use of
natural resources.

Corporate financial accounting practices have traditionally ignored companies'
dependence on natural capital-the benefits nature provides like air, soil and water
necessary for both life and commerce. This puts companies at risk from natural
disasters like flooding, drought, and other shortages. The Natural Capital Protocol
provides guidance to businesses looking to avoid risks and to start integrating the
value of nature into everyday decisions...
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Research Highlights
Connection Between
Hydropower Sustainability
And Watershed
Conservation In Northern
India

Himachal Pradesh is a province in the
mountainous Himalayan region in
northern India. Its numerous rivers make it a major source for hydropower in a rapidly
growing region-a boon to the state's economy. But the region's many steep canyons
and gorges also create challenges for building typical hydropower reservoirs.
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Unlike in flatter areas, where reservoirs can store water behind a dam and release it at
a controlled rate to provide a steady power source, in dramatic landscapes like the
Himalayas, there's nowhere to build a reservoir.

Instead, engineers rely upon what's called a run-of-river system, where water is
diverted from a river into a power plant, and then channeled back into the river. Run-of-
river systems are also cheaper and easier to build than traditional large dams. The
downside to this system is that it's vulnerable to high sediment concentrations, since
there's no reservoir for sediment to settle into. Another drawback is that when a river
stops flowing, so does the power.

Yet another downside is that during flash floods, the power facilities have to shut down
to avoid being damaged. There's nowhere to store the water and no way to capture
energy, so it flows away, untapped.

Problems with sediment and flow can be partially mitigated by investing in watershed
conservation activities upstream, a new study shows...
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InVEST is our flagship tool with 18 different models for
mapping and valuing ecosystem services. Check out all our

software at naturalcapitalproject.org/software. 
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Thank you for your continued interest in The Natural Capital Project. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact us at contact@naturalcapitalproject.org.
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