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About Us
The Natural Capital
Project (NatCap) is a
partnership among
Stanford University, The
Nature Conservancy,
the World Wildlife Fund,
and the University of
Minnesota that works to
develop and provide
practical ecosystem
service approaches
and tools, apply them
in select areas around
the world, and engage
influential leaders to
advance change in
policy and practice
through mainstreaming
the approaches.

InVEST

Integrated Valuation of
Environmental Services
and Tradeoffs
(InVEST) is a free and
open-source software
suite developed by the
Natural Capital Project.
It maps and values the
goods and services
from nature that
contribute to sustaining
and fulfilling human well
being. Version 2.4.5
was released on
January 31, 2013 and
contains both ArcGIS
dependent and
standalone tools. Check
out our website to see
which models are
available in which
platform.
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Coastal and Ocean Planning in BC
Greetings!
The Natural Capital Project (NatCap) is working with communities in British Columbia to
devise a plan so they can continue to reap multiple benefits from their treasured marine
environment. Our partner is the West Coast Aquatic Management Board (WCA), a
public-private partnership among government agencies, First Nations, recreational
wildlife viewing and aquaculture businesses and other local stakeholders, to support
their creation of marine plans for the West Coast of Vancouver Island in British
Columbia, Canada. NatCap is collaborating with WCA to iteratively map and analyze a
broad range of services and explore how they are likely to change under different
management schemes. The collaborative process of coastal and marine spatial
planning on the west coast of Vancouver Island illustrates how NatCap's approach and
tools can be used to shape dialogue around shared goals, inform decisions in marine
contexts, and engage multiple voices at the decision-making table.

West Coast Vancouver Island, BC
A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH TO COASTAL
AND MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING
NatCap is collaborating with the West Coast
Aquatic Management Board (WCA), to model, map
and value ecosystem services in Barkley and
Clayoquot Sounds on the West Coast of Vancouver
Island in British Columbia. To inform marine
planning in the region, we are using our ecosystem
service accounting tools to explore how alternative
management scenarios will affect shared goals articulated by WCA after extensive
stakeholder engagement. WCA is working to balance commercial interests (e.g.,
shipping, mining, logging and aquaculture), tourism and recreation sectors, investments
in renewable energy generation, and a cultural desire to sustain the tranquil beauty and
quality of life on the west coast of Vancouver Island.
Together with our partners we have produced maps of current and future ecosystem
service provision they can use to stimulate discussion about how to balance certain
uses and activities without losing benefits. We have published a peer-reviewed paper
presenting new applications of InVEST for marine environments which features our work
in Lemmens Inlet on Vancouver Island, BC. Our approach and tools have supported an
open planning dialogue among government, coastal communities, First Nations, private
entities, and business interests on the West Coast of Vancouver Island, and has
informed a coastal and marine spatial planning process that is scientifically based and
participatory--and thus has broad support within the community. This project is
increasingly being looked to as a model for other marine planning processes in BC and
beyond. As this engagement draws to a close, WCA has the capacity to run all relevant
InVEST models and can now use them to inform future iterations of marine plans at local
and regional scales.
We have now developed and applied several new InVEST models for broader use in
marine environments including: Food from Fisheries and Aquaculture, Coastal
Protection, Renewable Energy, Aesthetic Quality, Recreation, "Blue" Carbon Storage
and Sequestration, Marine Water Quality, and Habitat Risk Assessment. Most of these
models are currently available for download as part of InVEST, but a few are operational
but not available on-line yet.

Sign up to receive the
latest information on
InVEST and participate
in our online user
community.
InVEST Trainings
Stanford - Annual
Meeting & Training
March 13-15
More information
Register
Vermont - NatCap &
InVEST Training
June 12-14
More information
Register
Sign up to receive more
information about our
upcoming trainings.
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Scaling Up: Teaching Marine
Spatial Planners Our Tools &
Approach
VANCOUVER InVEST TRAINING
NatCap held a workshop in Vancouver, BC, on
February 4-6, to teach participants how to use the
InVEST software and ways to apply approaches
and tools for ecosystem service valuation in
decision-making. The workshop focused heavily on coastal and marine spatial planning,
our work on the west coast of Vancouver Island, and the needs of the newly formed
Marine Planning Partnership, a larger-scale effort to develop marine plans for the entire
coast of BC. This workshop brought together planners and technical specialists who
sought hands-on training using an ecosystem services approach and InVEST in a
marine context. Topics included data preparation, InVEST modeling, and the
interpretation and presentation of model results. Our goal was for attendees to walk away
with the knowledge and confidence to apply the tools and approach in their own work.

NatCap Annual Meeting &Training
STANFORD UNIVERSITY
March 13-15, 2013
The Natural Capital Project will hold our 2nd annual
meeting & training at Stanford University in Palo
Alto, California from March 13th-15th, 2013. The
meeting will provide an opportunity for InVEST
users and others interested in ecosystem services
mapping and valuation to learn more about the
science and practice of using ecosystem services
approaches and tools in real-world decision
contexts. Attendees will gain hands-on experience using our tools and approach, and
network and share stories about their work. The training will cover how to use our
Integrated Valuation of Environmental Services and Tradeoffs (InVEST) software suite,
from data inputs to processing outputs. It will also include presentations on how our tools
and approaches are being used around the world. We expect over 150 people this year,
and there are still a few spots left, so if you would like to join us, sign up today.
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Thank you for your continued interested in the Natural Capital Project. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact us at invest@naturalcapitalproject.org.

